
NOW IS THE TIME TO 
BRING DENTAL THERAPY 
TO FLORIDA.

Dental therapists will increase access and  
lower overall costs of dental care in Florida.

Dental therapists are 
formally educated and 
provide care under 
 the supervision of 
dentists, similar to how 
physicians assistants 

Dental therapists  
can perform routine 

school or community 
center, providing help 
to those who may not 
have regular access to 
dental care. 

Learn More 
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THE NEED

There is a severe shortage of dentists in Florida, and millions of Florida families  

• More than 5 million Floridians live in areas that have limited or no access  
   to care.

• One in five

• More than 23% of 3rd graders in Florida have untreated tooth decay, making  
   Florida 6th in the nation for highest percent of third grade children with 
   unfilled cavities.

• In 2019, Florida hospitals billed more than $624 million for preventable ER visits   
   and hospital admissions associated with painful oral health conditions.

• Florida taxpayers bear the brunt of the bill with Medicaid paying for nearly   
   40% of those visits.

• 34% of senior citizens (65+) have lost six teeth due to tooth decay or gum disease.

• 14% of senior citizens have had all their teeth extracted.

THE SOLUTION

SB 184 will establish a dental therapy licensure in Florida, and this legislation will 
bring dental care to many regions of our state that don’t have access to dentists. 

 
 

 
Establishing dental therapy in Florida enables trained, licensed practitioners to 

 perform certain procedures, such as providing preventive care, filling a cavity 
 and educating patients on proper techniques to maintain good oral health. 

Dental therapists complete extensive training and must pass the same 
 state clinical licensing exam as dentists for the procedures they are 

 authorized to perform. Similar to the relationship between a physician 
 and a physician’s assistant, dental therapists will provide care under the 

 supervision of a dentist. 

Dental therapists have provided care safely for more than 15 years. 
 This licensed profession already exists in more than a dozen other states 

across the nation. Now is the time to bring dental therapy to Florida. 
 Pass SB 184.


